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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Block et al (6,377,938 hereinafter Block) in view of Carlsson et al (6,026,291 hereinafter 
Carlsson) further in view of Martin et al (5,765,108 hereinafter Martin). 

Regarding claims 1 , 7 and 20. Block teaches a system, method and network for 
billing subscribers in a telecommunication network, wherein subscriber has billing 
accounts that are charged when services of the telecommunication network are used 
(abstract), comprising: 

at least one subscriber billing group having at least two subscribers (col. 13 line 
56 -col. 14 line 9); 

assigning each subscriber a billing account in a billing database (col. 6 lines 39- 
44, col. 7 lines 45-50, col. 12 lines 20-240). 

According to Applicant's, Block uses single account verses separate accounts for 
each subscriber (see paper number 7, page 2 lines 1-7, dated 4/16/2004). 
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The Examiner notes that Block discloses group billing permitting subscribers to 
charge telephone, paging, cellular , and other communication services to a single 
account . For example, all charges from the Billing Group (BG) can be charged to a 
main billing number and the Class Of Service (COS) can be established by the main 
billing number (col. 14 lines 4-9). 

Carlsson discloses using three separate registers within the system so that 
several terminals can be associated with one user, several users to be associated with 
one terminal, several subscriptions to be associated with one user, and several users to 
be selectively associated with one subscription wherein the subscription records include 
a list of allowed users for each subscription account (abstract). Carlsson teaches a 
cellular user can select a schedule that defines which subscriber accounts will be 
charged at specified times during the week (abstract, col. 1 lines 51-53, and col. 1 line 
60 - col. 2 line 19). Carlsson teaches charging a personal account for private calls and 
charging a business account for business calls (col. 3 lines 21-38, col. 5 line 36 - col. 6 
line 36, col. 6 lines 62-66, col. 8 lines 20-33 and lines 62-67) based on a specified 
schedule. For example, Carlsson shows that business account (see item 260 figure 5) 
is to be charged for all calls made between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on weekdays and 
personal account (item 265) is to be charged for calls made between 1 :30 p.m. and 4 
p.m. on the weekend (i.e. day 6). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of Carlsson into the teachings of Block for the benefit of 
preventing employees from using company account during non-business days. 
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Next, Applicants contend that Block in view of Carlsson fail to teach billing 
accounts with access rights (see Applicants general comment on page 7, paper dated 
6/3/05 and comment on page 6, paper dated 1 1/7/05). 

Martin teaches telecommunications system where users of the system have 
control of respective groups of mobile telephones belonging to a controlled group 
(abstract, column 1, col. 7 line 5 - col. 8 line 40, col. 8 line 43 - col. 9 Iine16). Martin 
not only identifies users and user group but also identifies group privileges (item 320 
figure 6a, col. 11 line 14 -col. 12 line 47). Martin not only allows companies the ability 
to limit calls from company phones during weekdays but allows for different parameters 
to be controlled for the respective mobile group thereby allowing companies the ability 
to control costs incurred by the use of mobile phones within a controlled group (col. 1 
lines 15-32, col. 6 lines 60-62, col. 7 lines 5-65, col. 8 line 41 - col. 9 line 59). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of Martin into the teachings of Block and Carlsson in 
order to allow companies the ability to set limits on accounts associated with their 
employees. 

Regarding claims 2 and 8. Block teaches telecommunication environment (col. 3 
line 67). Carlsson further shows master subscriber (see ERICSSON in figures 5 and 6) 
controlling billing group. 
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Regarding claims 3 and 9. Carlsson further shows the user is allowed to select 
which account is to be charged for a particular subscription (see figures 5-6). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10. Block teaches using limited balance (see col. 6 line 
37 "subscriber's usable balance"). Carlsson also shows placing restrictions on 
particular accounts (see figures 5-6). 

Regarding claims 5 and 1 1 . Block teaches prepayment account and/or account 
equipped with a credit limit (col. 3 lines 1-3, col. 7 lines 5-67). 

Regarding claims 6 and 12. Carlsson further shows master subscriber (see 
ERICSSON in figures 5 and 6) controlling billing group. 

Regarding claims 13-14. Carlsson teaches master subscriber has access to a 
telecommunication service by making a facility call to a predetermined service number 
(see figure 4 wherein master subscriber (i.e. 145) places facility call to a predetermined 
service number (see service number "AUSTIN" top left of figure 4)). 

Regarding claims 15-17. Block discloses the present invention is not limited to 
wireline subscribers (see figure 5a, col. 16 lines 10-27). 

Regarding claim 18. Carlsson further teaches forming the subscriber billing 
group into a billing database (see abstract wherein Carlsson discloses using three 
separate registers within the system so that several terminals can be associated with 
one user, several users to be associated with one terminal, several subscriptions to be 
associated with one user, and several users to be selectively associated with one 
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subscription wherein the subscription records include a list of allowed users for each 
subscription account). 

Regarding claim 1 9. Carlsson teaches master subscriber has access to a 
telecommunication network (see figure 4 wherein master subscriber (i.e. 145) places 
call to a predetermined service number (see service number "AUSTIN" top left of figure 
4)). 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Block et al (6,377,938 hereinafter Block) in view of Carlsson et al (6,026,291 hereinafter 
Carlsson) further in view of Jain et al (6,282,274 hereinafter Jain). 

Regarding claims 1 , 7 and 20. Block teaches a system, method and network for 
billing subscribers in a telecommunication network, wherein subscriber has billing 
accounts that are charged when services of the telecommunication network are used 
(abstract), comprising: 

at least one subscriber-billing group having at least two subscribers (col. 13 line 
56 -col. 14 line 9); 

assigning each subscriber a billing account in a billing database (col. 6 lines 39- 
44, col. 7 lines 45-50, col. 12 lines 20-240). 

According to Applicant's, Block uses single account verses separate accounts for 
each subscriber (see paper number 7, page 2 lines 1-7, dated 4/16/2004). 
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The Examiner notes that Block discloses group billing permitting subscribers to 
charge telephone, paging, cellular , and other communication services to a single 
account . For example, all charges from the Billing Group (BG) can be charged to a 
main billing number and the Class Of Service (COS) can be established by the main 
billing number (col. 14 lines 4-9). 

Carlsson discloses using three separate registers within the system so that 
several terminals can be associated with one user, several users to be associated with 
one terminal, several subscriptions to be associated with one user, and several users to 
be selectively associated with one subscription wherein the subscription records include 
a list of allowed users for each subscription account (abstract). Carlsson teaches a 
cellular user can select a schedule that defines which subscriber accounts will be 
charged at specified times during the week (abstract, col. 1 lines 51-53, and col. 1 line 
60 - col. 2 line 19). Carlsson teaches charging a personal account for private calls and 
charging a business account for business calls (col. 3 lines 21-38, col. 5 line 36 - col. 6 
line 36, col. 6 lines 62-66, col. 8 lines 20-33 and lines 62-67) based on a specified 
schedule. For example, Carlsson shows that business account (see item 260 figure 5) 
is to be charged for all calls made between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on weekdays and 
personal account (item 265) is to be charged for calls made between 1 :30 p.m. and 4 
p.m. on the weekend (i.e. day 6). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of Carlsson into the teachings of Block for the benefit of 
preventing employees from using company account during non-business days. 
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Next, Applicants contend that Block in view of Carlsson fail to teach billing 
accounts with access rights (see Applicants general comment on page 7, paper dated 
6/3/05 and comment on page 6, paper dated 1 1/7/05). 

Jain teaches selectable billing options for telecommunications wherein 
subscribers can designate billing options on a per-call basis thereby allowing 
subscribers to establish a plurality of service accounts and designate to which of these 
accounts the charge for a particular call is to be billed (abstract, col. 1 lines 5-14, col. 3 
lines 6-26, col. 4 lines 8-66, col. 6 line 41 - col. 7 line 64, col. 9 lines 6-55, col. 11 lines 
13-51). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to utilize the teachings of Jain into the teachings of Block and Carlsson in 
order to allow subscribers the ability to select billing preferences and service accounts 
on a per-call basis. 

Regarding claims 2 and 8. Block teaches telecommunication environment (col. 3 
line 67). Carlsson further shows master subscriber (see ERICSSON in figures 5 and 6) 
controlling billing group. 

Regarding claims 3 and 9. Carlsson further shows the user is allowed to select 
which account is to be charged for a particular subscription (see figures 5-6). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 10. Block teaches using limited balance (see col. 6 line 
37 "subscriber's usable balance"). Carlsson also shows placing restrictions on 
particular accounts (see figures 5-6). 

Regarding claims 5 and 1 1 . Block teaches prepayment account and/or account 
equipped with a credit limit (col. 3 lines 1-3, col. 7 lines 5-67). 

Regarding claims 6 and 12. Carlsson further shows master subscriber (see 
ERICSSON in figures 5 and 6) controlling billing group. 

Regarding claims 13-14. Carlsson teaches master subscriber has access to a 
telecommunication service by making a facility call to a predetermined service number 
(see figure 4 wherein master subscriber (i.e. 145) places facility call to a predetermined 
service number (see service number "AUSTIN" top left of figure 4)). 

Regarding claims 15-17. Block discloses the present invention is not limited to 
wireline subscribers (see figure 5a, col. 16 lines 10-27). 

Regarding claim 18. Carlsson further teaches forming the subscriber billing 
group into a billing database (see abstract wherein Carlsson discloses using three 
separate registers within the system so that several terminals can be associated with 
one user, several users to be associated with one terminal, several subscriptions to be 
associated with one user, and several users to be selectively associated with one 
subscription wherein the subscription records include a list of allowed users for each 
subscription account). 
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Regarding claim 19. Carlsson teaches master subscriber has access to a 
telecommunication network (see figure 4 wherein master subscriber (i.e. 145) places 
call to a predetermined service number (see service number "AUSTIN" top left of figure 
4)). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 7 and 20 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor, telephone number (571) 272-7509, who 
is available Monday- Friday, 8am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached at (571) 272-7499. The central facsimile phone 
number for this group is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2600, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Centralized Delivery Policy: For patent related correspondence, hand carry 
deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph 
Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile transmissions must 
be sent to the central fax number (571-273-8300). 
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